DNA damage induced by the antihistaminic drug methapyrilene hydrochloride.
Treatment of primary cultures of rat hepatocytes with the antihistaminic drug, methapyrilene hydrochloride, stimulated DNA-repair synthesis up to 7-fold and caused the formation of alkaline-labile lesions in hepatocellular DNA. These data clearly demonstrate that methapyrilene hydrochloride is a DNA damaging agent. In view of a recent report and our own findings we suggest that this antihistamine has the properties of a complete carcinogen.